




Foreword 

I/People are like weapons-they have capabilities and limitations-you have to know them both." 
General Al Gray, USMC (retired) 29th Commandant 

Welcome to the Marine Corps University (MCU}. It is my distinct pleasure to provide the preamble for 

the Academic Regulations of this incredible establishment. Whether you are a seasoned member of the 

staff, a returning professor, or a student in any of our professional military education (PME} programs, 

you are an integral part of the MCU family. It is fitting that we open this document with a quote from 

one of the most iconic Commandants of our time, whose primary focus was on the development of 

leaders and critical thinkers within our beloved Corps. The requirement for thinking leaders has never 

been greater, and the uncertainty and complexity that these leaders will face show no signs of abating in 

the years to come. 

These regulations articulate the academic policies and procedures for use by our military and civilian 

faculty, staff, and students. As a member of this institution, it is imperative that you familiarize 

yourselves with the regulations herein and continually review them in order to understand the ground 

rules that drive the University's academic operations. Furthermore, I expect all of you to acquaint 

yourselves with the applicable overarching directives, instructions, and other publications that are 

referenced throughout this publication and may be accessible through the University's website. Lastly, 

pay particular attention to the publications of your specific educational program for more detailed 

guidance related to your staff section or academic program. 

We must never forget that we are the Marine Corps proponent for PME. As you review this document, 

keep in mind the vision, mission and purpose of MCU. Remember that our vision is to advance the 

excellence of our Corps through this educational institution which facilitates the continuing 

development of leaders, knowledgeable in the art and science of war, adept at critical and creative 

thinking, and possessing sound judgment and reasoned decision-making skills. Our mission is to 

develop, deliver, and evaluate PME and training through resident and nonresident programs in order to 

prepare leaders to meet the challenges of the national security environment, and to preserve, promote, 

and display the history and heritage of the Marine Corps. Finally, our purpose is to improve the 

professional competence of our Marine, other service, international, and civilian students. 

MCU, and Education Command as a whole, is very unique in that it is both an academic institution and a 

Marine Corps unit. Our "hybrid" organization makes it imperative that we publish and adhere to clear 

policies and procedures. To that end, these Academic Regulations provide a critical piece of the 

framework that assures our ability to function effectively as a command and to continue to deliver the 

quality PME for which we are known. I expect all military and civilian faculty, staff, and students to 

follow the guidance contained herein. Semp
��. 

'M--
Helen G. r:(.� 

Commanding General, Education Command 

President, Marine Corps University 

Effective Date: 01 Jul 2016 










































































































































































































